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EUR 324: Introduction to the European Union

- Focus on Culture, Politics, Business, and Society

Purpose:

®  This course is designed for undergraduate students of all majors looking for an understanding of

the important issues, opportunities and challenges that exist today in the European Union.

Introduction:

The European Union is one of the most ambitious and complex experiments in international
cooperation the world has ever seen. Spanning 27 countries and nearly 450 million citizens, the
EU affects everything from digital privacy and climate policy to startup regulation and cultural
mobility. Yet it remains widely misunderstood—even within Europe.

This course invites you to explore the European Union from the inside out. As we travel across
five key cities—Prague, Berlin, Paris, Barcelona, and Athens—you’ll engage directly with the
people, institutions, and ideas shaping Europe’s present and future. Through site visits, dialogue,
and critical reflection, you’ll gain firsthand insight into the EU’s political architecture, economic
logic, and cultural tensions.

But this isn’t just a course about the EU as it exists. It’s about the EU as a living system—one that
is constantly evolving in response to migration, innovation, climate change, and global
uncertainty. Whether your background is in business, engineering, social science, or the arts,
you’ll find space in this course to explore how supranational governance affects real lives, and
how Europe’s unique model informs the global challenges of tomorrow.

Course Description:

This course offers an interdisciplinary exploration of the European Union as both a political
project and a cultural experiment. Students will examine how the EU’s institutional design,
economic policies, and societal values interact to shape Europe’s role in the world—and in the
daily lives of its citizens.
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Combining classroom discussion with field-based learning across five European cities, the course
blends theory and practice. Students will engage with historical case studies, policy frameworks,
and debates on integration, identity, and regulation—while also visiting startups, institutions, and
cultural sites that bring those themes to life.

Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on systems thinking, comparative analysis, and real-
world engagement. Daily debrief sessions will connect site visits to academic content, helping
students critically reflect on how the EU governs, innovates, and evolves across diverse regional
contexts.

Course Objectives
Upon the completion of this course, students will be able to:

1.
2.

Understand the historical evolution and purpose of the EU and its core institutions
Analyze current EU political and economic priorities in a global context

Evaluate the role of EU regulation in shaping both opportunities and challenges for cross-border
collaboration

Explore European identity and diversity, including regionalism, nationalism, and cultural
integration

Investigate the intersection of ethics, policy, and society in the face of migration, technology, and
environmental change

Critically assess EU enlargement, cohesion policy, and the tensions between unity and diversity

Appreciate the regional differences and tensions within the European Union (EU) in terms of
culture and perspectives on role and future of the EU.

Develop an understanding for the complexity and purpose of the various EU institutions.

Understand the history of conflict in Europe that led to the creation of the European Union, and
the role that the EU plays in maintaining and promoting peace.

10. Understand the challenges (and benefits) of the Euro currency union

Students:

All majors are welcome! UNDERGRADUATE or GRADUATE level students are welcome
to apply.

Prerequisites:

This course assumes that students have a desire to work with people across cultures. It is not
required, however, for students to take any prerequisite courses before taking this class.

Course Requirements:

The course requires active student participation. Students are expected to read the assigned
textbook chapters, cases and articles before every class. There will be a midterm exam, a final
exam, case studies and a team project. Students are required to attend professional visits.
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Teaching Procedures and Methodology:

Teaching methods used in this course include lectures, case discussions, team assignments, and
professional visits. Learning in this course requires the student’s constructive participation and
active involvement in both class discussions and small group discussions. Small group
discussions, in particular, are a key mechanism for facilitating learning from other team members.
Thus, it is essential to attend all group activities inside and outside classes. The corporate visits
will expose the participants to different aspects of the class and will highlight the practical
relevance of the concepts learned. The visits will be accompanied by individual or group
assignments.

Readings:

Understanding the European Union, by John McCormick, Bloomsbury Academic, 8th Ed., 2020,
ISBN-13: 9781352011197

Recommended Reading:

Cultural Intelligence: Surviving and Thriving in the Global Village, by David Thomas and Kerr
Inkson, Berrett-Koehler Publishers, 2017, ISBN-13: 9781626568655

Creative Construction: The DNA of Sustained Innovation, by Gary P. Pisano, PublicAffairs, 2019,
ISBN-13: 9781610398770

Additional Readings:

Additional readings will be assigned by the professor. These readings are designed to acquaint
students with core paradigms in Europe, as well as some of the most well known or well done
empirical studies. Additional recommended readings and websites each weak will supplement the
required readings.

Experiential Learning Projects:

To deepen engagement with the themes of European integration, innovation, identity, and policy,
students in EUR 324 will complete two major assignments:

0  One Team Project (collaborative)
0  One Personal Project (individual)

These projects are designed to draw from both academic content and real-world observations
made across our multi-city European journey. Students are encouraged to connect their projects to
site visits, conversations, and the evolving political and cultural landscape in Europe.

Team Project (Group work):

*  Working in small groups, students will choose one of the following project tracks. Each option

explores a different lens on the European Union’s past, present, and future.
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Group Projects
Option #1: Business Focused: Startup Case Study. Navigating EU Systems

* Investigate a European startup (either visited or researched) and analyze how it navigates EU

systems—such as regulation, funding, workforce mobility, or innovation policy. Compare how
EU-wide policies support or hinder the company’s ability to scale across borders.

Deliverables:

0  Group proposal (1-2 pages)
Two progress updates
Final written report (6—8 pages)

10-minute creative presentation

o O o o

Peer evaluation

Option #2: Political Focused: Policy hack. Design a new EU policy.

Choose a pressing issue facing the EU—such as climate change, youth mobility, energy security,
Al regulation, or migration—and propose a new or reimagined EU policy to address it. Students
will identify a gap, analyze stakeholder needs, and craft a practical, forward-looking solution.

Deliverables:
0 Executive summary of policy concept
0  Slide deck (10-15 slides)
O Final presentation with Q&A

0 Peer evaluation

Option #3: EU Focused: Scenario design. The future of Europe.

Use foresight and systems thinking to create 2—3 plausible future scenarios for Europe in 2040.
Themes may include fragmentation, innovation leadership, democratic backsliding, or cultural
transformation. Each scenario should draw inspiration from cities visited, site visits, and policy
debates encountered during the course.

Deliverables:
O Scenario map(s)
Written scenario narratives (5—6 pages)
Creative element (e.g. timeline, mini podcast, speculative news article)

Final group presentation

O O o o

Peer evaluation

Option #4: Culture Mapping Project: Voices, Symbols, and Identity in a Changing Europe

*  Explore how national, regional, and European identities are expressed, contested, and reimagined

across the cities visited. Students will build a comparative cultural “map” through local
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observations, media, symbols, public spaces, language, and interviews —examining how people
live and perform "Europeanness" differently in Prague, Berlin, Paris, Barcelona, and Athens.

This project invites teams to look for visible and invisible signs of identity: flags, graffiti,
architecture, protest art, language use, community rituals, and public discourse. They’ll then
analyze how EU integration is understood or resisted through culture.

Research questions might include:
0 How do cities express local vs. European identity in public space?
0  Where is the EU visible (or invisible) in daily life?
0 How are migration, memory, or diversity discussed in different places?
0  What role does language play in identity and inclusion?
Deliverables:

0 A digital culture map or interactive visual (could be a website, story-map, or zine-style
PDF)

0 Comparative photo essay or cultural artifact analysis (2-3 examples per city)
0 Reflective group narrative tying observations to course themes (4—6 pages)

0 Final presentation: “What does it mean to belong in Europe today?”

Personal Project (Individual work):

Each student will complete one of the following individual projects, designed to help you
interpret local experiences and integrate them with course themes. Choose the format that best
suits your learning style and interests.

Option #1: Local Voices Audio Project

Conduct short, guided interviews with locals in each country we visit. Focus on lived experiences,
hopes for the future, and perceptions of the EU. You’ll curate selected clips into a short, edited
audio piece.

Deliverables:
0 Interviews with at least 2 locals per country
0 Final audio reflection (3—5 minutes)

O  Written transcript and 1-page process reflection

Option #2: Field Notes Journal

Maintain a structured journal throughout the program, using guided prompts to document personal
reactions to cities, visits, and policy debates. Prompts will be provided each week.
*  Deliverables:

0  Weekly entries (1-2 pages per city)

0 Final synthesis entry: “What the EU means to me now”

Syllabus EUR 324: Introduction to the European Union =~ Summit Europe



Option #3: “EU & Me” Video Diary

Create a video diary chronicling your evolving views on the European Union. Reflect on themes
such as identity, governance, youth opportunity, or integration, with footage and commentary from
each city.

Deliverables:
0  3-5 short videos (1-2 minutes each)
0 Final video compilation with short intro/outro

0 Reflection essay (1 page)

Academic Hours

This course will include either 48 academic hours, the equivalent of 3.0 credits. Students should
expect to be in class in the morning, and to have professional visits to leading European and
international companies in the afternoons. Class schedules are posted online.

Components of Final Grade:
*  Midterm exam 20%
* Finalexam  30%
Team project 20%
* Participation 10%

* Introduction to the EU 20%

Grading Scale:

* A 93-100%

* A- 90-929%
* B+ 87-899%
* B 83-869%
* B- 80-829%
* C+ 77-799%
* C 73-769%
* C- 70-729%
* D+ 67-699%
* D 63-669%
* D- 60-629%
* F Below 60%
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Useful Websites:

BBC World News — www.bbc.com Global coverage with strong European and economic
reporting.

The Economist — www.economist.com Insightful weekly analysis on international business,
markets, and innovation.

Financial Times — www.ft.com Excellent European business coverage and global financial context.

Wall Street Journal — www.wsj.com Global business focus, useful for comparative U.S.—EU
analysis.

GlobalEDGE - globaledge.msu.edu Top-tier academic resource with country profiles, data tools,
and trade insights.

World Factbook (CIA) — www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook Quick-reference for political and
economic overviews of countries.

European Union — www.europa.eu Primary source for policies, treaties, and institutions affecting
business.

European Innovation Council (EISMEA) — eismea.ec.europa.eu Funding, research, and innovation
policy updates.

European Startup Network — www.europeanstartupnetwork .eu Aggregated startup ecosystem
insights from across EU countries.

European Investment Bank — www.eib.org Provides data and case studies on infrastructure,
innovation, and climate funding.

Statista — www.statista.com Easy-to-use source for statistics, trends, and visual data.

Eurostat — ec.europa.cu/eurostat The official EU statistics portal. Especially useful for comparative
analysis.

Nomad List — www.nomadlist.com Useful for understanding cost of living, infrastructure, and
lifestyle preferences for digital workers—can tie into market entry strategy and talent mobility.

Dealroom — www.dealroom.co A leading database on European startups, VC trends, and
ecosystem benchmarking.

Sifted — wwwe.sifted.eu Backed by the Financial Times, focused on European startups, founders,
and innovation trends.

Credit Transfer:

L]

Courses are designed in order to facilitate the acceptance of credits by U.S. based and international
universities.

Our courses are designed to be 300-level courses, adequate for undergraduate students, upper
division level (The courses are designed to be specific and in-depth, and would usually be taken in
the last two years of a traditional four year degree program). Each of the courses is worth 3.0 U.S.
semester credit hours (6.0 ECTS and Australian credits). Each 3.0 credit course will include 48
academic hours, composed of in-class instruction and technical visits to local companies and
organizations.
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Host University:

University of New York in Prague (UNYP) in cooperation with State University of New York/
Empire State College is an accredited private higher education institution in Prague. Since 1998,
UNYP has been offering English-language higher education in Central Europe, with a focus on
Business Administration, Communications, Finance, IT Management, Marketing, International
Economic Relations, and more. UNYP is the largest and leading English language higher
education institution in the Czech Republic. UNYP offers accredited Bachelor's, Master's, MBA,
and PhD programs in English as an officially recognized higher education institution in the Czech
Republic, and in partnership with prestigious international universities in the United States and
Europe.

Academic Integrity:

Both IQS and UNYP place a high value on the integrity, good conduct and academic honesty of all
students. Students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity at all times. Any
instance of academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, will result in a grade of F for the course.

Language:

This course is taught 100% in English.

English proficiency is required.

Schedule of Classes and Professional Visits:

The detailed schedule of classes and professional visits for each session is available online at
www.SummitStudyAbroad.com

Course Content:

All of our courses are designed with a modular format. Students should expect to cover at least
80% of the content per module, depending upon the Session selected.

Module 1: Institutions, Identity and Governance in the European Union

History and rationale behind the EU

Structure and function of EU institutions: Parliament, Commission, Council, Court of Justice

Political fragmentation and democratic legitimacy in the EU

Debates over sovereignty, subsidiarity, and regionalism

Module 2: Markets, Regulation, and the Challenge of Integration

Single market vs. national markets: harmonization and fragmentation

Innovation Policy and Market Access in the EU

Services, digital infrastructure, and the difficulty of scaling across borders

Case studies from the startup sector: navigating policy complexity
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Regulation and competitiveness in the EU economy

Module 3: Culture, Society and European Identity
Multilingualism, regional identities, and cultural diversity
Immigration, integration, and social cohesion

The role of youth, activism, and civil society
Entrepreneurial Ecosystems and Civic Innovation

Media, misinformation, and the challenge of European communication

Module 4: External Relations, and Global Strategy

The EU as a global actor: trade, diplomacy, defense

Green Deal and climate diplomacy
Energy security, enlargement, and relations with neighbors

®  Lessons from Ukraine, Brexit, and the COVID-19 recovery

Module 5: Debates on the Future of Europe

Enlargement, borders, and the future of the EU neighborhood

European values and political polarization

Digital transitions and governance challenges

The role of entrepreneurship and civic innovation in shaping EU futures

Module: Introduction to the European Union

Offered concurrently throughout the course, this cross-listed module provides critical context on
the structure, policies, and evolution of the European Union. Students will engage with academic
briefings and experiential visits to cultural institutions, innovation agencies, and multinational
organizations, supporting a deeper understanding of the regulatory and cultural environment
within which European business operates.

Students will visit European companies and organizations and will engage in cultural visits. These
visits will be integrated back into the classroom during our daily "debrief" sessions called
"Introduction to the EU". Topics to discuss may include: Regional differences within

Europe, Immigration, History of the European Union and the Eurozone, Key European
Institutions, and the ongoing economic and political crises in Europe

Extra Module: Additional topics we might discuss

Institutions, Treaties, and Governance:

The European Commission
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The Council of Ministers

The European Parliament

The European Court of Justice

The Treaty of Rome

The Maastricht Treaty

The Constitutional Treaty

The evolution of European integration

The costs and benefits of European integration
Understanding cultural differences within the EU
Attitudes towards the EU

Currency, Monetary Union, and the Eurozone:

An introduction to the Euro (currency) and the long road to monetary union
The European Central Bank

The future of the Euro

Cohesion policy — fiscal transfers

Single market as development tool

Four Freedoms: movement of people, goods, services and capital

European protectionism and the Common Agricultural Policy

Foreign Policy, Enlargement, and Global Strategy

EU enlargement as successful foreign policy — expanding democracy and capitalism to former
communist bloc countries

The future of EU enlargement and limits of “expansion as foreign policy tool”
The growing importance of Eastern Europe

The changing membership of the EU

The debate over Turkey’s admission to the EU

EU foreign policy

EU foreign aid

EU relations with the world

The EU and the World Trade Organization

Regionalism, Identity, and Culture

Understanding regional and cultural differences within the EU
Regional identities

Languages in the EU

Impact of Europeanization and Globalization on local culture

Resistance and reaction (protests)
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The lessons of European history

Migration, Society, and Demographics:

Labor movement and immigration in the EU

The changing pattern of immigration over the years

The Schengen Agreement

Four Freedoms: movement of people, goods, services and capital
Muslim minorities in the EU: Assimilation and marginalization
Social and Employment policies

Sustainability, and the Future:

Environmental policies

Competition and industrial policies

The impact of the global economic crisis on the EU

The future of EU enlargement

Syllabus EUR 324: Introduction to the European Union =~ Summit Europe



